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'Arranged for NTS-LMC by Travel Editions Group====

27th May to 1st June 2026 - 6 days from *£1,685pp

This year’s Spring Tour focuses on the attractions of the beautiful Scottish Borders. Based on the outskirts of
the charming town of Peebles, in the heart of the region, we will be well-placed to explore some of its grand
stately homes, medieval abbeys and wonderful gardens, as well as the artistic treasures of its textile towns.
This tour offers a unique glimpse into Scotland’s cultural heartland. With comfortable coach travel, beautiful
scenery, and guided visits, each day reveals another layer of the region’s story—told through its architecture,

gardens, craftsmanship, and the enduring legacy of Sir Walter Scott.

Great Tapestry of Scotland in Galashiels

This holiday is operated by Travel Editions Group Travel
To secure your place a deposit of £300 will be required by 28th November 2025. Please call Travel Editions on 020 7251 0045 to book.
Travel Editions - T: 020 7251 0045 E: tours@traveleditions.co.uk W: www.traveleditions.co.uk

*Based on minimum 15 passengers and 2 people sharing a twin/double room.
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Itinerary

Day 1: Wednesday 27 May

Arrive in Edinburgh.

Arrive independently at the Hampton by Hilton
Edinburgh from 15.00 for bed and breakfast;
dinner not included.

Day 2: Thursday 28 May

Newhailes House and Gardens, Galashiels,
and Peebles.

Check out of hotel, and travel by coach to
Musselborough to visit Newhailes House and
Gardens, a beautifully preserved 17th-century
Palladian mansion and estate managed by the
National Trust for Scotland. After lunch (own
expense), we transfer to Newcraighall rail
station to take the new Borders railway to
Galashiels. On arrival we visit the Great
Tapestry of Scotland, one of the world’s largest
community arts projects. It was hand-stitched
by over 1,000 volunteers from across Scotland
and consists of 160 linen panels, visually
narrating years of Scottish history—from
prehistoric times to the present day. Then
transfer to the Hydro Hotel, Peebles for check-

in. Welcome drink and dinner this evening.

Day 3: Friday 29 May

Abbotsford, Harmony Garden, and
Carolside.

Morning visit to Abbotsford, home of Sir
Walter Scott, who was a frequent guest of the
Scotts at Bowhill. Scotland’s most famous
writer’s unique, early 19th century house is
redolent of his attraction to the country,
including in its eccentric architecture relics of
abbeys and castles. It also houses his library and
multifarious collections. After lunch (not
included) we drive to the NTS’s Harmony
Garden, with its manicured lawns, scented
borders and lovely views of Melrose Abbey.
Later, we drive to the private 200-year-old
gardens at Carolside, Earlston, set in the
grounds of an 18th century mansion, with its
historical collection of ancient roses. In his
book, ‘Scotland for Gardeners, Kenneth Cox

describes it as one of Scotland’s finest gardens.

We enjoy a guided tour, followed by tea and
cake before returning to the hotel, with a stop
en route at Scotts View.

Day 4: Saturday 30 May

Bowhill, Hawick, and The Borders Distillery.
We drive to Selkirk for a guided tour of the
splendid collections housed at Bowhill. This is
one of the principal residences of the Duke of
Buccleuch who, as Earl of Dalkeith, was
President of the NTS-LMC. Beginning with the
Mortlake tapestries, we continue though rooms
filled with 18th century French furniture,
Sevres porcelain, silver, paintings by
Gainsborough, Reynolds and Canaletto.
Finally, in a room dedicated to Sir Walter Scott,
we see one of the finest collections of miniature
portraits in the world. Then on to the textile
town of Hawick where we have free time for
lunch. In the afternoon we will visit the Elgin
Woollen Mill shop followed by a tour of the
riverside distillery in the heart of Hawick, led
by one of their expert distillers.

Day 5: Sunday 31 May

Kelso Abbey, Floors Castle, and the Great
Polish Map of Scotland.

After breakfast we head to ruins of Kelso Abbey,
which was founded in 1128 by Benedictine
monks from Tiron Abbey under the patronage
of King David I. Once one of Scotland’s
wealthiest and most influential monasteries, it
was largely destroyed during 16th-century
conflicts with England. Next, we visit Floors

Castle, the largest inhabited castle in Scotland, to

Great Polish Map of Scotland

see its beautiful gardens and grounds that
include a superb Victorian Kitchen Garden,
spectacular walled garden, and formal French
style Millennium Garden. Then to the amazing
40m x 50m Great Polish Map of Scotland, a large
physical relief map, standing in the grounds of
the Barony Castle Hotel and crafted by a group
of Poles from the University of Krakow in the
1970s and restored in the 2010s. Return to the

hotel for our last group dinner of the Tour.

Day 6: Monday 1 June

Robert Smail’s Printers, then Edinburgh.
Our final visit is to an unusual NTS property -
Robert Smail’s Printing Works at Innerleithen,
the oldest working commercial letterpress
printers in the UK. It is a living museum of
Victorian history, little changed since 1866.
We then transfer to Edinburgh, with drop-offs
at Waverley and Haymarket Stations and the

Airport for onward travel.

Where we stay:

Hampton by Hilton, Edinburgh - 1 night

A modern hotel located just a short distance
from the city centre, offering comfortable rooms
with free WiFj, a fitness centre, and a private
parking.

Hydro Hotel, Peebles - 4 nights

Situated in beautiful Scottish Borders
countryside with lovely views, this four-star
hotel is ideally located for this tour and has a
restaurant, lounge, cocktail bar, spa, fitness
centre with pool and golf course, as well as
very comfortable bedrooms with all modern
amenities including ensuite bathroom,

hairdryer, and tea and coffee making facilities.

Included in the price

« One night bed and breakfast at the
Hampton by Hilton, Edinburgh, based
on shared occupancy of twin/double
room

o Four nights” dinner, bed and breakfast
at the Hydro hotel, Peebles, based on
shared occupancy of twin/double room

o Comfortable coaching throughout

« All visits and entrance fees as detailed
in the itinerary

o Accompanied by tour manager Alastair
Walker throughout

Not included

« Double for sole use supplement £499

o Items of a personal nature

« Transport to and from Edinburgh

o Gratuities
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